
CARBONDALE BIKE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAILS 
COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
November 4, 2019 

CARBONDALE TOWN HALL 
511 COLORADO AVENUE 

6:00 P.M. 
 

TIME*  ITEM DESIRED OUTCOME 
 

6:00 
 

1. 
 
Roll Call 
 

 
 

 
  6:01 

 
2. 

 
Consent Agenda: Approval of September 
30, 2019 Minutes  
 

 
ATTACHMENT A 
REVIEW & VOTE 
 

 
  6:05 

 
3. 

 
Persons Present Not on the Agenda. 
 

 
 

 
  6:10 

 
4. 

 
Sending Darryl’s letter regarding dangerous 
intersections on 133 to CDOT. 
 

 
ATTACHMENT B 
 

 
  6:20 

 
5. 

 
AARP presentation to Town on November 
21. 
 

 
 
 

 
  6:30 

 
6. 

Enforcement of bike and automobile rules 
and laws in Carbondale. 

 
 
 

 
 
  6:40 

 
7. 

Review the BPTC’s mission and discuss 
member objectives.  “What do you want 
your legacy to be?" 

 

 
 
 
 
  6:50 

 
 
 
 

8. 

How should we work with the Trustees and 
the Community in order to accomplish our 
goals?  
 - Working with other town decision 
making groups 
 - Partnerships 

 

  7:00 
 

9. 
 
Adjourn 
 

 
 

 *Please note times are approximate.  
 

 
 

The mission of the Carbondale Bicycle Pedestrian and Trails Commission is to create a more bicycle and pedestrian friendly community.  The 
commission makes recommendations to the Town Board of Trustees that educate, promote, and develop safe and effective programs and 

infrastructure to encourage bicycle and pedestrian use.” 
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Colorado Department of Transportation 4/22/19 
REGION 3 
Bill Crawford  
(970) 683-7532

Bill Crawford, 

Thank you for taking the time to visit Carbondale to listen and learn about our concerns. 

I am writing to share my experiences and thoughts about several intersections in Carbondale 
that pose significant challenges and structural hazards for pedestrians and cyclists. As an avid 
cyclist, I find myself regularly crossing at several intersections around town and am consistently 
frustrated by how difficult and how vulnerable I feel as I try to move around my community (I’m a 
veteran cyclist having pedaled tens of thousands of miles in both urban and suburban 
environments). 

Professionally I am an Outdoor Educator at the Colorado Rocky Mountain School, located just 
west of town adjacent to Satank. Several days a week I guide high school students on 
instructional mountain bike outings. We ride at the Red Hill SRMA and on the Prince Creek 
trails. Both require crossing Highway 133 with small groups of students. The intersection that we 
traverse most often is Village Road/ RFTA Park and RIde at Highway 133. 

This intersection is deficient for pedestrian and cyclists. In particular, there is significant 
automobile volume on 133, as well as cars exiting the neighborhood and businesses on Village 
Road from the east. The intersection is often very congested, more often than not crosswalk 
markings are worn off, and there are not stop bars on Village Road (discouraging motorists from 
queuing up in the pedestrian crosswalk. 

Additionally, the sidewalk/ collection area at the southeast side and northeast side of the 
intersection are cramped and far too small. Often there is simply not enough room for the 
number of pedestrians and cyclists queuing to cross 133, thus forcing people to wait on the curb 
in a vulnerable location. Northbound cars on 133 turnings east onto Village Road have a very 
narrow turning radius, often rolling tires up onto the curb cut. The crossing time is also short, 
and since cars coming from Village Road turning southward on 133 do not have a turn signal 
there are often close calls as cars try to dart ahead of the short green signal interval. Finally, the 
RFTA buses coming and going from the Park and Ride do not stop for pedestrians queuing at 
crosswalks. All of this makes for a running the gauntlet feeling to simply getting through and 
across highway 133. 

I’d be remiss to not also acknowledge how terrifying it can be crossing Highway 82 to the Red 
Hill SRMA trails on foot or bicycle. There is inadequate signage for northbound traffic 
approaching the up-valley (southeast) acceleration lane. There is a pedestrian crossing to a 
small island between the accel lane and the main 133 lanes. Additional signage notifying 
motorists of the crosswalk are missing (this has been brought up to CDOT in the past). Also, 
these trails receive an ever-growing numbers of users approaching these trails on foot or bicycle 
and the collection areas on the island when crossing 82 from the south, and the curb cut area 
when crossing 82 from the north are vulnerable due to their proximity to the high speed through 
traffic on 82 and completely too small. Not to mention traffic is traveling extremely fast (often 
65+, the reduced speed for this intersection happens so close to the intersection and then steps 
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back up so quickly after the intersection that most motorists don’t bother to slow down). I know 
that there are plans to redesign this intersection in the near future, I would implore CDOT to 
include pedestrian and cyclist friendly design elements to promote safer accommodations for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
On the subject of safe mobility for young people is perhaps an even greater concern regarding 
Safe Routes to Schools at 133 and Weant Blvd across from Ross Montessori school. To my 
mind, this is a tragedy waiting to happen and completely irresponsible. Not only do we see 
students darting across the road at the school (why wouldn’t they? Expecting anyone, let alone 
every elementary age child at the school to walk out of their way to cross at signalized 
crosswalks at Snowmass Drive or Hendrick Drive is not realistic). Additionally, the school zone 
speed limit here is 35mph! Thirty-Five mph is the same speed limit at both adjacent segments of 
133. Without the addition of a signalized crossing at Weant and 133, and/or a decreased speed 
limit I fear it is only a matter of time before we have an otherwise avoidable accident. 
 
Finally, the last Intersection I would call your attention to is 133 at Cowen drive, specifically the 
signalized crossing just south of the intersection. There have already been serious incidents 
here and I believe a fatality (where a pedestrian was struck by a motorist). The problem here as 
with other intersections in town is a combination of speed and design. Cars coming off high-
speed highway 82 and heading south on 133, and cars rushing north on 133 to try and make 
the light onto highway 82 are often traveling in excess of 35mph. Additionally, there are multiple 
lanes of traffic at this intersection making it extremely unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists to 
cross safely (often after activating the RRFB’s one lane of traffic will stop, but the second lane 
will not, creating an extremely dangerous situation). It’s worth noting that there are 
neighborhoods and businesses on both sides of this intersection and it is extremely congested 
in the morning and afternoons. I fear another serious accident waiting to happen. In fact, even 
though this crossing is often the most direct way for me to travel to and from my home, I rarely 
use it because it is such an uncomfortable crossing. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to come and review some of the intersections in Carbondale and 
for listing to our concerns. I am hopeful that CDOT is able to recognize the problem and 
vulnerabilities that pedestrians, including school-age children and cyclists, face every day in 
Carbondale and partner with the town to make adjustments and improvements to allow the most 
vulnerable roadway users to safely get around their community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Darryl Fuller 
Outdoor Educator 
Bicycle, Pedestrian Advocate 
Bicycle Commuter 
1493 County Road 106 
Carbondale, CO 81623 
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